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Winter is upon us and sailing in most places is
down to once a month.

The Worlds in Teneriffe will be over by the time
you receive this newsletter, reports of which will
appear in the next newsletter.

As mentioned in the last newsletter the NSW
Laser Association will organising a 40 foot
container to transport Lasers to Perth, by truck, for
the National/Pacifics in December. If you are
mterested, take note of the following details:-

Cost: $300.00 (approx.)

Boats sent: About one week prior to the
event (mid December)

Packing location: WSC car park
Booking deposit: $50.00 - Send ASAP
( See details on deposit form in envelope)

A minimum of 20 boats are required to make this
venture economically viable. If not enough
deposits are received by the 31 October, 1995,
cheques will be returned and competitors will
have to arrange their own transport. Encourage
your club members to take advantage of this offer.

If you have contacts in the transport industry
please contact me anytime. (047) 394868

A recent development on the Sydney Harbour
sailing scene is that a group of keen Laser sailors
are trying to launch regular combined fleet racing.
Six Harbour clubs will be approached to
participate. It is hoped that combining the fleets
from a number of clubs will bring a range of
benefits to Laser sailing. The potential for large
fleet racing is enormous. At this stage feedback
has been mixed. Racing hopes to commence on
Saturday 2nd September, run for 30 weeks, offer
2 races/day and will cater for the Laser divisions.

A special word of thanks to Peter Smith who for
the last few years has helped to produce the
newsletter. Peter has sold his Laser and moved
onto bigger and better things. Good luck Peter and
thanks again from the Laser Association of NSW.

The Association is looking at the possibility of
accessing boat insurance at a discount rate for
members. More details will be available at the
start of the season. '

The 1995/96 program is looking good. We are
looking for venues for the 1996/97 season. Please
write to us if you are interested in hosting an event
at your club. New venues are very welcome.

The next newsletter will contain all the confirmed
dates and notice of races for the 1995/96 season.
Don't forget the coaching weekend in August. All
standards of sailor will be catered for.

Regards in Sailing

A big "THANK YOU" should be made to
Performance Sailcraft Australia for supplying
a sail (at a reduced cost) to raffle and raise
money for the Association coaching weekend in
August. - put in who won the sail - Rob
Lowndes.

Sunday April 30th - Middle Harbour
The teams racing regatta at Middle Harbour
Amateur Sailing Club, turned out a great success.
It was a good way to end a busy season.

The weather was fantastic if unseasonal for late
Autumn, with a pleasant 10-15 knot North
Easterly providing plenty of speed and excitement
around the tight triangle course. Eight teams
turned up to challenge each other for the title.
They were all well behaved with no protests
during the entire day. The only disappointment
was the lack of interest from any radial teams.

Congratulations to Bob Beesley and David
Luketina from the host club for the work they put
in during the lead up, the excellent organisation
certainly showed on the day. Congratulations also
to the combined Vaucluse / Woollahra team of
Peter Heywood, Rob Lowndes, Will McCarthy
and Sean Feeney.

Places were:

Vaucluse / Woollahra SC’s
Mosman Amateurs SC

RPAYC + Team Skulander
Middle Harbour 16° Skiff Club
Taree SC + the Kirkjian connection
MHASC ‘B’ (Radial) Team
MHASC ‘A’ Team

Georges River SC
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Not Received

Easter arrived once again to mark the end of
another successful season for the Laser Radials.
Numbers remained steady at Sail Sydoey with 38
tolerating the light and often wet conditions. The
fleet had lost a few sailors to other classes at the
regatta, with 3 or 4 youth boys taking on Brendan
Casey in the full rig Youth World’s Selection
Trials and several girls deciding to sail in the
Europe Class.

Good Friday

Heat 1 began after a long delay in a light West /
South-Westerly which turned, turning the first beat
into a reach and the race was correctly abandoned.
We went in for lunch and retumned in the afternoon
to race in a light South-Easterly.

Heidi Gordon showed the benefits of a week’s
training at the AIS to blitz the first heat sailed,
with Rob Lowndes right astern at the gun. Travis
Hodgkinson from Victoria placed third. Heat 3
started straight away. It turned into an interstate
affair with interstate boats taking the first 11
places. Ex Sabot and 420 champ Mark Turnball

won from Queensland training partners Aaron
George and Adam Roberts-Thompson.

Saturday

The fleet was sent out in the moming to drift
around Rose Bay before being sent home for
lunch. A trickle of breeze sent everyone to
scurrying across the harbour to Chowder Bay for a
start in a light South / South-Easterly. A rain
squall killed all signs of the breeze at the 10
minute gun and the fleet drifted to the top mark
with the tide. A Westerly filled in and the run to
the finish became a work. Tom Lowndes
continued his consistency with a win from Travis

Hodgkinson.
Sunday

Clear skies and a decent sea breeze allowed 3
heats to be run as scheduled in the 5-12 knot
North-Easterly. Sunday was an interstate bananza
with Victorians winning all 3 heats. John Holroyd
got the gun in Heat 7 and Tim Shuwalow took
Heats 8 and 9. Queenslander Richard Kingsmill
continued his consistent accumulation of good
placing’s with 4th, 2nd and 2nd.

Monday

Everyone who survived the Yachtsman’s Ball the
previous night arrived at the club to be greeted by
sunshine once again. Three heats were again sailed
in light conditions, this time from the west. The 3
eventual place getters all sailed consistently.
Richard Kingsmill placed 1st, 2nd and 5th, to
wrap up the series by 2 points from Victorian’s
Tim Shuwalow with 2 points back to John
Holroyd.
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Youthsail

I have the forms for entry to the three Youthsail
coaching weekends the Yachting Association of
NSW will be conducting for the sailors of the
Laser Association.

Pittwater, Sydney
Toronto, Lake Macquarie
Queenslake

In Pittwater, Josh Faddy, 1994 Australian Laser
Champion will be coaching the Standard rigs and
Sean Kirkjian current Australian Laser Radial
Champion will coach the Radials.

A few youth sailors have contacted me and put
their names down - there 1s still room for more at
all three venues.

This coaching is being provide and organised for
YOU -1 don't expect to ever hear any complaints
that we don't help you with coaching if all the
places are not filled - you've been offered the
opportunity, make the most of it..

Come along and learn some new skills and Laser
techniques from the good guys - don't stay away
because you don't think you are good enough -
that what coaching if for - to make you better.
RING JACQUELINE NOW 02 922
4333 W02 909 8079 H

BHP TRANSPORT YOUTH REGATTA -
Lake lawarra

The Laser had a good representation at this regatta
by the Youth sailors from the Royal Sydney Yacht
Squadron. Congratulations to all those who
participated in a very popular regatta. I hope we
can get more there next year.

NSW RADIAL, WOMEN'S & 4.7 STATES

Congratulations to any of you who even finished a
race on that horrible weekend. Wind, waves, rain
and cold all added to the challenging racing.

Congratulations to Katrina Young from Yarra
Bay, new to Laser sailing, who tried some races

with dad, Paul on board. Well done to Shane
Dimech who managed to finish 3 of the five and
win the Sub Junior award, Sarah Blanck travelled
all the way from Victoria (and we rip them off
about the weather in Melbourne !) to sail very well
and place as the first women's jumior. Brothers
Nick and Zac Skulander showed that practise and
determination pays off with Zac winning the 4.7
State Championship and Nicholas winning the
Junior Championship (his first cube I believe -
well done). Nicholas also sailed well against the
"big boys" (we had many Standard rig imports) to
finish 5th overall and win another cube - two in
one go ! Tom Lowndes raced well to place 2nd
the Junior's finishing all races. He posted a 6th and
a 9th beating his dad, Rob in the last heat and
finishing only 1 place behind him on the final
point score. Father Rob managed to win the raffle
of a brand new sail donated by Performance
Sailcraft Australia (the Laser factory).

It was a tough weekend of racing so well done to
all.

GEORGES RIVER SC

April 95

When other Laser sailing clubs in the Sydney area
are losing members hand over fist, Georges River
16ft Sailing Club is not fazed. The Laser members
regularly racing just keeps building and building.
The myth of a usually slack period after Christmas
and New Years has been blown away with twenty
to twenty five boats facing Laury Rushby's trigger
finger at a little after two o'clock every Saturday
arvo. A club championship race will draw even
more out of the woodwork.

Tony Walsh is back! after a year-long layoff, and
showing that he still has what it takes to mix it
with the cream, even at his age. (That'll get back).
The first Lady competitor for the 94/95 season,
Robyn Ratcliffe raced with the Radials on
February 11th (again on the 18th) and gave them a
big wake-up call by leading for the first lap. It was
also on that day that we learnt of Mark Ciano's
rise to stardom as the new NSW Youth State
Champion which he won at Lake Illawarra the
previous weekend. Well won Mark! The Cube is
on it's way! Trust me, I'm a sailor! Doug McGain
came up with his first cube at the States for his
customary sixth place overall and third NSW boat.

March 4th & 5th was State Radial weekend just

* made for Georges River Club guys as it was held




at Yarra Bay by the 16ft club. The most beautiful
part of Botany Bay between the atrport runway('S)
and La Perouse. Unfortunately the weather didn't
come to the party. The S-E breeze was squeezed
by a low coming down the coast from Queensland
and on Saturday mormning we had a real battle on
our hands. Fifty Radials rigged up but were halved
by the end of the first race and after Iunch it got
no better. Yarra bay is well sheltered from the S-
Easter, although very gusty and difficult, the
problems occurred when bearing away at the top
mark for the un? to the wing mark. The wind
seemed funnelled by Botany Heads and felt like
thirty knots at times whilst ranning down the two
metre swells. At the wing mark Steptoe & Son
were having a field day and many of the wiser
masochists were 'grannying’. Not so the front
runners! Adam French (Gosford), David Luketina
(Georges River), Stewart Casey (Qld) and the like,
although we understand that even these gladiators
took a swim at sometime or other - just for the
practice of course! David Luketina won his first
cube for third place and the rest of us from
Georges River were near the bottom, -of the list,
not the bay. 34th, 36th, and 39th. Barry Cooks
result somehow graduated to the full rigs even
though it was at a different location and a different
weekend?? How can this be??

Paul Hargan

MIDDLE HARBOUR AMATEUR
SAILING CLUB

The MHASC has concluded another successful
season in 1994/1995.

During the season a viewing deck was constructed
along the water frontage of the club house / boat
shed, this provides a hard stand facility for the
club launch and also a venue overlooking the
panoramic waters of Middle Harbour for post
mortems after racing.

The radial division continued to grow during the
season in numbers and overall standard with 11
regular starters. The full rig division regularly had
16 starters. Separate starts are held for each
division in all club events.

The club was well represented at National and
State Championships. Five members travelled to
Brisbane for the Nationals , David Luketina, Lew
Verdon, Andrew Verdon , Paul Hargan competed
in the Radial Fleet and Doug McGain (full rig).
David Luketina finished a creditable 11th overall

in the radial fleet and Doug McGain finished 16th
overall and was the 6th Australian. All five
members were of the standard to make the gold
fleet for the final series.

At the State Radial Championships David
Luketina finished 3rd and was the 2nd NSW boat ,
Doug McGain finished 6th overall and 4th NSW
boat in the Full Rig State Championships.

The club events are held at the entrance to Middle
Harbour and the Sound each Sunday , racing starts
at 1.00pm and visitors are most welcome. The
club has available a Laser with a full rig and a
radial rig courtesy The Sailing Scene for
prospective members or visitors use.

Club racing was closely contested throughout the
season. There were 4 separate series in each fleet.
Season results were are follows :

Radial Full Rig
Club Championship (9 heats , 7 count)
Ist David Luketina Ian Smith
2nd  Paul Hargan Mitch Miller
3rd Andrew Verdon Greg Marshall

Short Course Series (5 heats , 4 count)

st David Luketina David Quarford
2nd Andrew Verdon David Flakelar
3rd Paul Hargan Colin Cain

Points Score Series (8 heats , 6 count)

1st Lew Verdon Mike Lehmann
2nd  Bob Beasley Colin Cain

3rd Paul Hargan David Flakelar
Handicap Start Series(4 heats)

Ist David Luketina Greg Barwell
2nd  Greg Marshall David Flakelar
3rd Kathy Hermann Richard Lacey
Marathon Race

1st Greg Wise Daniel Smith

The annual Presentation of Trophies will be held
on the 24th June , at the Middle Harbour Yacht
Club. The cost is $20 per head which includes
BBQ, Coffee, Desert, ENTERTAINMENT
activities, and good company. All sailors are
invited. For reservations contact David Flakelar
(Phone 436 1308).

Lew Verdon
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The Olympic Athlete Program (OAP) is a
government funded to put Australia in the top five
nations at the Olympic Games in Sydney 2000.

Funding has been provided by hte Federal
Government to support the athletes (sailors) in a
nummber of areas including; direct support for
international competition, training camps, Sports
science support (psych., nutrition, physiology,
strength & conditioning and recovery), coaching and
the management of these activities.

There are three Laser sailors fimded under the OAP.
As National Coach however I have included another
five in the National Sailing Squad to participate in
the training camps so that more people benifit from
intensive training and the exposure to the sports
science now available to us.

It is my aim and that of the OAP to increase talent
identificationand development for which funding is
available. The program will include education for all
coaches from club level to international, in all areas
including general coaching, technical sailing aspects,
Laser specific tuning, trimming and sailing and the
sports sciences. It is a high prorty that this
knowledge is spead throughout the class so that
everyones standard of sailing is increased.

A number of regattas are being established with the
mtention of attracting international competition to
Australia and New Zealand so that more of our
sailors will be exposed to high quality fleets without
the expense of having to travel to Europe or the
USA.

Regattas on next Summer include:

Australian International Regatta-Sydney, Sept 25-29
Queensland Regatta-Brisbane, Oct 18-21

Go for Gold-Melbourne, Dec 9-11

Sail Melboumne (Lasers), Jan 14-20

New Zealand Laser Nationals, Feb 15-19

New Zealand Olympic Class Regatta, Mar 8-10

I will be attending a number of thes regattas and will
be available to help anyone who is in need of some
coaching. I must say however that all the top sailors
in Lasers are approachable, if anyone needs a hand
sorting out any problems. This open exchange of

ideas and information is what has made Lasers so
strong over the years, as it is such a fiiendly class to
sail in as well as having great competition.

There are presently a number of Australians
competing in regattas in Europe in alead up to the
World Championships which begin on the June 5th.

Results to date are:

Semaine Olympic France

143 competitors

Brad Anderson 8th

Michael Blackbum, Doug McGain, Mark Tonner
and Finn Taylor, Bronze Fleet

Mark Deacon, Emerald Fleet

Danish Olympic Spring Regatta
68 Competitors

Mark Tonner 12th

Brad Anderson 13th

Michael Blackbum 14th

Doug McGain 33rd

Finn Taylor 68th

Spa Regatta - Holland

Adam Beashel 24th

Michael & Brad presumably in the silver fleet.
Michael had been sick and Brad’s new boat was
leaking.

Largs Bay has been given the nod to host the 1996-
97 Laser Nationals in South Australia.

While the Asia Pacifics (along with everybodies
trophies) will be held in New Zealand in 1997 in
February, along with the Zealand Nationals and
Olympic Classes Regatta.

More details including a complete notice of race for
the Perth Nationals and Asia Pacifics will be
available in the next Lasernews coming in August.




Equipment and Boats will be advertised in two
issues unless a specific request is made for
repeating the advertisement again.

121040 SERENDIPITY
EX LITTLE DEMON (nth)

Competitive boat, yellow, hard, dry hull, Little
used last 3 years. Fully reconditioned recently,
all fittings, spars, new big rig sail plus spare,
new aluminium launching trolley, all go for
hard racing. Great-GM finally spitting dummy.
$2200

Phone Bob White (066) 55 5185
Bellingen.

137580
LAST STRAW

1 Season old radial sail

No Leaks

$2500

Phone A Roberts
1525(h)

(02) 567

WANTED

LASER COMPASS

Phone Anthony Nossiter (049) 29 2731

154311
MOSTLY HARMLESS

1 Season old, in excellent condition, stiff hull,
pale green stripes.

$3950

Phone Alan Downes (02) 969 1444
123360

Pale Blue Hull and Deck

$1500

Phone Andrew Blunden (02) 440 8643




BRASS MONKEYS REGATTA
LONG JETTY
10-12th June, 1995

We guess it will be of a similar format to previous years 1 pm start on Saturday, two races on Sunday and on
Monday moming. Entry fee approximately $20. Always good fun, usually cold but the pumpkin soup’s great -
Editor

KEEPIT KOOL REGATTA

LAKE KEEPIT SAILING CLUB invites you to the 27th KEEPIT KOOL REGATTA - 10th-12th June 1995.
Conducted on LAKE LIDDELL, situated off the New England Highway betwen Singleton and
Muswellbrook, less than 2 hours from Newcastle and 3 hours from Sydney. Camping on-site; hot showers;
catering by clubs, kiosk, endless space for rigging /launching parking. Sealed road access.

10th June Heat 1 2.00pm Entry fee $25 per boat.

11th June Heat 2 9.00am Three divisions: Monohulls, Multihulls and Trailer
Heat 3 1.00pm Sailers.

12th June Heat 4 9.00am Prizes for first three in each division and overall

regatta winner. Three best races to count.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT KEN CLIFTON (067) 42 0516 OR
PETER BAINBRIDGE (067) 69 0215

Pittwater Winter Series
Royal Prince Alfred Yacht Club

August 5th & 6th Entry Fee $25
Contact the Race office for more details Phone (02) 9997 1022
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